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CONGRESSIONAL  VOTING  RECORD:  1975 


This  Newsletter  lists  how  your  two 
Senators  and  your  Representative  voted 
on  13  important  international  and  domes¬ 
tic  issues  in  1975.  The  votes  give  a  general 
profile  of  attitudes,  but  they  do  not 
indicate  other  important  factors  such  as 
leadership  roles  in  committee,  on  the 
floor,  and  with  constituents. 

For  more  information  about  these  and 
other  votes,  check  the  Congressional 
Record  or  Congressional  Quarterly  in 
your  local  library. 
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INDOCHINA 

FAREWELL 


At  the  beginning  of  1975  the  U.S. 
appeared  to  be  enmeshed  in  lndochii,a 
for  an  indeterminate  period.  With  light¬ 
ning  rapidity,  however,  the  U.S.-backed 
governments  in  Cambodia  and  Vietnam 
collapsed,  and  the  U.S.  presence  came  to 
an  end  by  May  1 .  Congressional  denial  in 
1974  and  early  1975  of  Administration 
requests  for  increased  military  aid  for 
South  Vietnam  and  Cambodia  played  a 
major  role  in  ending  U.S.  involvement  in 
Indochina. 

Congressional  action  before  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  Thieu  government  centered 
on  legislative  efforts  to  define  the 
President's  power  to  take  military  action 
during  the  withdrawal  process.  In  the 
House  an  amendment  by  O'Neill  MA 
embodying  the  Edgar  PA  amendment 
would  have,  among  other  things,  ordered 
the  evacuation  of  Americans,  their 
dependents,  and  Vietnamese  nationals 
related  to  U.S.  citizens  from  Vietnam 
within  10  days  without  the  use  of  troops, 
and  authorized  humanitarian  assistance. 
It  was  defeated.  (H.  vote  5)  The  same  day 
an  amendment  by  Meyner  NJ  to  make 
humanitarian  and  evacuation  assistance 
available  to  internatiortal  and  private 
agencies  was  defeated  200-200. 

With  the  change  of  flags  in  Saigon  and 
Phnom  Penh,  Congress  and  the  Adminis- 


tration  completely  lost  interest  in  the 
people  of  those  countries,  for  whose 
alleged  benefit  so  much  blood  and 
treasure  had  been  expended  for  ten  years. 
Sentiment  swung  against  any  U.S.  recon¬ 
struction  aid  even  through  international 
or  private  agencies.  For  months  govern¬ 
ment  licenses  were  denied  to  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  and 
the  Mennonites  to  send  reconstruction 
aid.  Only  a  few  urged  U.S.  recognition  of 
Saigon;  and  the  Administration  voted 
against  admission  of  North  and  South 
Vietnam  to  the  UN. 

FOOD- 

ECONOMIC  AID 

This  year  Congress  authorized  ex¬ 
panded  food  production  and  population 
programs  in  developing  countries.  (S.  vote 
1;  H.  vote  1)  The  bill,  H.R.  9005, 
separated  economic  from  military  aid, 
funded  various  UN  programs,  and  in¬ 
cluded  some  of  the  many  proposals  by 
Sens.  Hatfield  OR,  Clark  lA,  and 


Humphrey  MN  to  revise  P.L.  480,  the 
Food  for  Peace  Program. 

Attempts  were  made  to  depoliticize 
U.S.  food  and  development  aid.  The 
Senate,  prodded  by  Sens.  Clark  and 
Hatfield,  voted  that  at  least  80%  of  Title  I 
food  aid  should  go  to  countries  with  GNP 
per  capita  of  $250  or  less.  (S.  vote  2) 
The  House  had  provided  a  70/30% 
formula  based  on  the  UN's  list  of  Most 
Seriously  Affected  nations. 

FCNL  strongly  supported  a  proposal 
by  Rep.  Harkin  I A  and  Sens.  McGovern 
and  Abourezk  SD  that  U.S.  development 
assistance  should  not  go  to  governments 
which  engage  in  a  consistent  pattern  of 
gross  violations  of  internationally  recog¬ 
nized  human  rights  unless  the  aid  directly 
benefits  needy  people.  The  Harkin 
amendment  was  adopted  Sept.  10  by  a 
vote  of  238-164.  The  McGovern- 
Abourezk  amendment  was  adopted  Nov. 

4  by  voice  vote  after  strong  public 
support  was  evidenced. 

LAW  OF  THE  SEAS 

The  Geneva  Law  of  the  Sea  Confer¬ 
ence  adjourned  May  9  without  an  agreed 
treaty,  but  with  plans  to  resume  meetings 
in  New  York  on  March  15, 1976.  Despite 
encouraging  progress  made  at  Geneva 
towards  a  universal  law  of  the  sea. 
Congress  is  being  pressed  to  enact 
unilateral  legislation.  October  9  the 
House  voted  208-101  to  extend  Federal 
control  over  domestic  and  foreign  fishing 
rights  from  the  present  12  miles  to  a 
200-mile  zone  off  the  coast  of  the  U.S. 
(H.R.200).  The  Senate  is  expected  to  pass 
similar  legislation  when  it  considers  S. 
961. 

No  recorded  floor  votes  so  far  ^ 
on:  •  National  health  insurance 
•  Full  employment  •  American 
Indians  •  World  Peace  Tax  Fund 
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SOME  KEY  VOTES  OF  SENATORS  IN  1975 


FOREIGN  POLICY 

1.  Foraign  Economic  Aid  Authorization.  Final  vote  on  H.R.  9005 
authorizing  $3.1  billion  for  fiscal  years  1976,  1977,  and  the 
transitional  quarter.  Adopted  54-41 .  Nov.  5.  FCNL  for  bill. 

2.  P.L.  480  (Food  for  Peace).  Hatfield  amendment  to  require  that  80% 
of  Title  I  P.L.  480  food  aid  be  sent  to  those  nations  with  a 
GNP/capita  of  $250  or  less.  Adopted  52-39,  Nov.  4.  FCNL  for 
amendment. 

3.  Diego  Garcia  Navy  Basa.  Mansfield  resolution  to  prohibit  the  Defense 
Department  from  expanding  naval  and  air  support  facilities  on  the 
atoll  of  Diego  Garcia.  Rejected  43-53,  July  28,  FCNL  for  resolution. 

4.  Sinai  Accord.  Humphrey  nrwtion  to  table,  and  thus  kill,  the  McClure 
amendment  to  bar  use  of  U.S.  troops  in  a  combat  situation  to  rescue 
U.S.  technicians  in  the  Sinai.  Agreed  to  68-25,  Oct.  9.  FCNLage/nsf 
Humphrey's  motion. 

5.  Weapons  for  Israel.  Jackson  amendment  to  authorize  loans  to  Israel 
for  purchase  of  military  equipment  to  "counteract  any  past,  present, 
or  future  increased  military  assistance  provided  to  other  countries  in 
the  Middle  East."  Adopted''68-22,  June  6.  FCNL  apa/nsr  amendment. 

6.  Turicish  Arms  Embargo.  Eagleton  motion  to  block  resumption  of 
arms  shipments  to  Turkey.  Rejected  43-49,  July  31,  FCNL  for 
motion. 


7.  Intarcontinantal  Land-basad  Missiles.  Kennedy  amendment  to  elimi¬ 
nate  $203.1  million  for  procurenoent  of  50  Minuteman  III  ICBMs. 
Rejected  27-46,  June  5.  FCNL  for  amendment. 

8.  Civilian  Employaas,  Dafanse  Dapt.  Proxmire  amendment  to  reduce 
the  Pentagon  civilian  manpower  ceiling,  17,000  below  the  Sen.  Armed 
Services  recommendation,  or  40,000  below  the  Administration's 
request.  Adopted  42-40,  June  4,  FCNL  for  amendment. 

9.  B-1  Bombar.  McGovern  amendment  to  eliminate  $840.5  million  for 
continued  development  of  the  B-1  strategic  bomber.  Rejected  32-57, 
June  5.  FCNL  for  amendment. 

DOMESTIC  ISSUES 

10.  Food  Stamps.  Dole  amendment  to  streamline  certification  process. 
Adopted  61-35,  June  10.  FCNL  for  proposal. 

11.  Strip  Mining.  Mathias  amendment  to  phase  out  strip  mining  on  steep 
slopes  within  thirty  months.  Rejected  28-64,  March  12.  FCNL  for 
amendment. 

12.  Voting  Rights.  Chiles  amendment  to  change  trigger  mechanism  of 
Title  II  from  5%  second-language  population  to  10%.  Rejected  28-58, 
July  24.  FCNL  agarnsf  amendment. 

1 3.  Busing.  R.  Byrd  amendment  to  prohibit  HEW  from  ordering  busing  to 
achieve  racial  balance.  Adopted  51-45,  Sept.  24.  FCNL  agairtst 
amendment. 
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FOOTNOTES 

Y  »  voted  in  favor;  N  =  voted  in  opposition.  •  =  paired  for;  X  =  paired  against.  •  or  »  announced  for;  *  =  announced  against.  ?  -  absent  or  not  announced. 
Bold  type  indicates  positions  preferred  by  FCNL,  i.e.,  as  expressed  in  the  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy,  testimony,  etc. 

Roman  =  Democrats;  Italics  ■  Republicans;  AL  =  At  Large.  Source  of  Votes:  Congressional  Quarterly  Service. 

John  C.  Durkin  was  elected  September  16  to  the  New  Hampshire  Senate  seat  disputed  since  the  November  1974  election.  Rep.  Shirley  Pettis  was  elected 
April  29  to  the  seat  vacated  by  her  late  husband  February  14,  1975.  Rep.  Fary  was  elected  July  8  to  replace  the  late  John  C.  Kluczynski.  Clifford  Allen  (D)  was 
elected  in  a  Special  Election  held  on  November  15,  1975  to  fill  the  seat  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Richard  Fulton  during  the  1975  August  recess.  Spieaker 
Carl  Albert  ordinarily  does  not  vote.  Delegates  Walter  E.  Fauntroy,  District  of  Columbia;  Antonio  Borja  Won  Pat,  Guam;  Ron  de  Lugo,  Virginia  Islands,  and 
Resident  Commissioner  Jaime  Benitez,  Puerto  Rico,  cannot  vote  on  the  House  floor,  but  nrtay  do  so  in  committee. 


SOME  KEY  VOTES  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  IN  1975 


FOREIGN  POLICY 

1.  Foreign  Economic  Aid  Authorization.  Final  vote  on  bill  authorizing 
$3.2  billion  for  foreign  economic  and  development  assistance  aid  for 
fiscal  years  1976,  1977,  and  transitional  quarter.  Adopted  244-155, 
Sept.  10.  FCNL  for  bill. 

2.  Rhodesian  Chrome.  Final  vote  on  bill  to  halt  further  U.S.  importation 
of  Rhodesian  chrome  in  compliance  with  1966  ON  economic 
sanctions.  Defeated  187-209,  Sept.  25.  FCNL  for  bill. 

3.  Panama  Canal.  Slack  motion  to  allow  U.S.  to  continue  negotiations 
with  Panama  over  control  of  the  Canal.  Agreed  to  212-201,  Oct.  7. 
FCNL  for  motion. 

4.  Sinai  Accord.  Findley-Zablocki  amendment  to  limit  to  two  years  the 
President's  authority  to  assign  American  monitors  to  the  Sinai,  unless 
extended  by  Congress.  Rejected  122-287,  Oct.  8.  FCNL  for  amend¬ 
ment. 

5.  Vietnam  Evacuation.  O'Neill  amendment  to  add  Edgar  substitute 
amendment  which  opposed  use  of  U.S.  troops  in  the  evacuation  of 
U.S.  citizens  and  S.  Vietnamese  from  Vietnam.  Rejected  147-266, 
April  23.  FCNL  for  amendment. 

6.  Turkish  Arms  Embargo.  Fascell-Rosenthal-Sarbanes-Brademas  amend¬ 
ment  to  delay  delivery  of  military  equipment  contracted  for  before 
the  embargo  until  the  President  certified  that  significant  progress  had 
been  made  on  the  refugee  problem  on  Cyprus.  Rejected  1 87-229,  Oct. 
2.  FCNL  for  amendment. 


7.  CIA  Disclosure.  Giaimo  amendment  to  require  disclosure  of  funds 
appropriated  for  the  CIA  for  FY1976.  Rejected  147-267,  Oct.  1. 
FCNL  for  amendment. 

8.  Overseas  Troops.  Dellums  amendment  to  reduce  U.S.  forces  stationed 
overseas  by  70,000  by  Sept.  30,  1976.  Rejected  95-311,  May  20. 
FCNL  for  amendment. 

9.  B-1  Bomber.  Aspin  amendment  to  delete  $108  million  for  initial 
procurement  of  the  B-1  bomber.  Rejected  164-227,  May  19.  FCNL 
for  amendment. 

10.  Nuclear  Warheads.  Abzug  amendment  to  delete  $849,1 1 5,000  for  FY 
1976  and  $221,924,000  for  the  transitional  quarter  for  nuclear 
weapons  development.  Rejected  93-320,  June  24.  FCNL  for  amend¬ 
ment. 

DOMESTIC  ISSUES 

11.  Strip  Mining.  Bill  to  regulate  strip  mining  in  the  U.S.  Veto  override 
attempt  failed  278-143,  June  10  (281  votes  needed).  FCNL  for 
override. 

12.  Voting  Rights.  McClory  amendnrtent  to  delete  Title  II.  Rejected 
104-305,  June  3.  fCNL  agairtst  amendment. 

13.  Emergency  Housing.  H.R.  4485  to  provide  authorizations  for  subsidy 
programs  for  home  buyers.  Veto  override  attempt  failed  268-157, 
June  25  (284  votes  needed).  FCNL  for  override. 
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26  Rousselot  NXNYNYNNNN  N  N  N 

27  Bell  NNNNNNNNNNYNN 

28  Burke  YYYNYYYYXY  Y  N  Y 

29  Hawkins  YYYNYYYYNY  Y  N  Y 

30  Danielson  YYYNNYNNNN  Y  N  Y 

31  Wilson  YYY7YNNYN?  YNY 

32  Anderson  NYNNYYYYNN  Y  N  Y 

33 Clawson  NNNYNYNNNN  N  Y  N 

34  Hannaford  YYYNYYY??YYNY 

35  Lloyd  NYNYYNYNNN  Y  N  Y 

36  Brown  YYYYYYfiYeY  Y  ?  Y 

37  Pettis  NNNN  NNNNNYYN 

38  Patterson  NYYNYYYNNN  Y  N  Y 

39  Wiggins  NNYNNNNNNN  Y  Y  N 

40 Hinshaw  YNX??NNNNN  N  Y  N 

41  Wilson  Y???NN?NNN  N  N  N 

42  Van  Deerlin  eYYNNXNYNY  Y  Y  Y 

43 Burgener  NNNYNNNNNN  N  N  N 
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COLORADO 

1  Schroeder  YYYNYYYYYY  Y  N  Y 

2  Wirth  eYYNYNYNYY  Y  N  Y 

3  E  vans  YYYNYNYNYN  Y  N  Y 

4 Johnson  YNYYYNNYNY  Y  Y  N 

bArmstrong  YNNNNNNNNN  Y  Y  N 

CONNECTICUT 

1  Cotter  YYNNNYYNYN  Y  N  Y 

2  Dodd  YYYYYYYNYN  Y  N  Y 

3  Giaimo  YYYNNYYNYN  Y  N  Y 

4 McKinney  eYYNNYYNYY  •  N  N 

bSarasin  YNNNNYNNYN  Y  N  N 

6  Moffett  YYYYYYYYYY  Y  N  Y 

DELAWARE 

AL  du  Pont  YYYYNNNNNN  Y  *  N 

FLORIDA 

1  Sikes  NNNNNNNNNN  N  Y  Y 

2  F  uqua  NNNNNNNNNN  Y  N  Y 

3  Bennett  NNNYYYNNNN  Y  N  Y 

4  Chappell  NNNNNNNNNN  N  Y  Y 

5  Kelly  NNNYNNNNNN  N  Y  N 

6  Young  NNNNNNNNNN  Y  Y  N 

7  Gibbons  N^NYNNYNYN  Y  Y  N 

8  Haley  NNNYNNNNNN  Y  Y  Y 

9  Frey  NNNNNNNNNN  Y  Y  N 

lOSafa/rs  NNNNNNNNNN  Y  Y  Y 

11  Rogers  NNNYNNNNNN  Y  N  Y 

1 2  Burke  XNX?NNNNNN  Y  N  N 

13  Lehman  YYYNYYYNYY  Y  Y  Y 

14  Pepper  eYYNYYNNNN  Y  N  Y 

15  Fascell  YYYNNYYNYY  Y  N  Y 

GEORGIA 

1  Ginn  NNNYYY7NNN  N  Y  Y 

2  Mathis  NXNYNYNNNN  N  Y  N 

3  Brinkley  NNNYNNNNNN  Y  Y  N 

4  Levitas  NNNNNYNNNN  Y  N  N 

5  Young  YYYNYYYYYY  Y  N  Y 

6Flynt  NNNYNNNNN?  XYN 

7  McDonald  NNNYNNNNNN  N  Y  N 

8  Stuckey  NNNNNNNNNN  Y  X  N 

9  Landrum  NNNYNNNNNN  N  Y  N 

10 Stephens  NNNNNNNN?  N  N  Y  N 

HAWAII 

1  Matsunaga  eYYNYNNNNY  Y  N  Y 

2  Mink  •  YYYYYYYNYYYNY 

IDAHO 

1  Symms  NNNYNNNNNN  N  Y  N 

2  Hansen,  C.  NNNYNNNNNN7YN 

ILLINOIS 

1  Metcalfe  Y«YNY»YYYY  Y  N  Y 

2  Murphy  YYYNNYNNYN  Y  N  Y 

3  Russo  NNNNNYNNYN  Y  N  Y 

4  Derwinski  7NYNNYNNNN  N  N  N 

5  vacancy ' 

Fary  ?  X  X  ?  •  ? 

6 Hyde  YNNNNNNNNN  N  Y  N 

7  Collins  YYYNNYYYY*  Y  N  ? 

8  Rostenkovski  YNNNNYNNYN  •  X  Y 

9  Yates  YYYNYYYNYY  Y  N  Y 

lOMikva  YYYNYYeNYY  Y  N  Y 

1 1  Annunzio  YXYNNYNNNN  Y  N  Y 

1 2  Crane  XNN7NYNNNN  N  Y  N 

1 3 McClory  eNYNNNNYYN  Y  Y  N 
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MErlentsorn  YeYNNNNNN  >  N  Y  X 
15  Hall  YYYNNYNNYN  Y  N  Y 

^6  Anderson  YYYYNNNNYN  Y  N  N 

1 7  O'Brien  NNe’NNN^NN  N  N  N 

18  Michel  YNYNNNNNNN  N  Y  N 

19  Railsback  YYYNNYNN7NY  >  N 

20  Findley  YYYYNNYNYN  Y  ’  N 

21  Madigan  YXYNNNNNNN  N  N  N 

22  Shipley  NYYNNYYNNN  Y  N  Y 

23  Price  YYYNNNNNNN  Y  N  Y 

24  Simon  YYYNNNYNYN  Y  N  Y 

INDIANA 

1  Madden  YYNNYYYY7  N  Y  N  Y 

2  F  ithian  7YNNYYNNYN  Y  N  Y 

3  Brademas  YYYNYYeNYY  Y  N  Y 

4  Roush  NNYNYYYYYN  Y  N  N 

5  Hillis  YNNNNNNNNN  N  N  N 

6  Evans  YNNYYYNNYN  Y  N  Y 

7  Myers  NNNYNNNNNN  N  Y  N 

8  Hayes  YYYNYYYNYN  Y  N  Y 

9  Hamilton  YYYNNNYNNN  Y  N  N 

lOSharp  YYYNYYYNYN  Y  N  Y 

1 1  Jacobs  YNYYYYYYYN  Y  N  Y 

IOWA 

1  Mezvinsky  YeYNYYYYYY  Y  N  Y 

2  Blouin  YYYNYYYYYY  Y  N  Y 

3 Crassley  NNNYNNNNYN  N  N  N 

4  Smith  YYYYNNNNYN  Y  N  Y 

5  Harkin  YYY7YYYYYY  Y  N  Y 

6  Bedell  YYYYYYYYYY  Y  N  Y 

KANSAS 

1  Sebelius  YNNNNNNN7  N  N  N  N 

2  Keys  YYYYYYYYYY  Y  N  Y 

3  Winn  YNN7NNNNNN  N  N  Y 

4 Shriver  NNNN7NNN7  N  N  N  N 

bSkubiU  NNNYNNNNNN  N  N  N 

KENTUCKY 

1  Hubbard  NNNYNNN7NN  N  N  Y 

2  Natcher  NNNNNYYNYN  Y  N  Y 

3  Mazzoli  YNNYYNYNYN  Y  N  Y 

4 Snyder  NNNYYNNNNN  N  Y  N 

5 Carter  NNNYNNNNNN  N  N  N 

6  Breckinridge  YYNNNNNNNN  Y  N  Y 

7  Perkins  YYYNNYYNNN  Y  N  Y 

LOUISIANA 

1  Hebert  XNX77YXNNX  N  X  Y 

2  Boggs  YYYN7YNNXN  Y  N  Y 

3  Treen  NYNN7XNNNN  N  Y  N 

5  Passman  NNNN7NNNNN  Y  Y  Y 

6 Moore  NNNNNNNNNN  N  Y  N 

7  Breaux  NNNNNNNNNN  N  N  Y 

8  Long  YYYNNYNNNN  Y  N  Y 

MAINE 

1  Emery  NYNYNNNNYN  Y  N  N 

2  Cohen  NYYNNNNNYN  Y  N  N 

MARYLAND 

1  Bauman  NNNYNYNNNN  N  Y  N 

2  Long  NNYNYYYNNN  Y  N  Y 

3 Sarbanes  YYYNYYYNYY  Y  N  Y 

4  Holt  NNNNNNNNNN  N  Y  N 

5 Spellman  YYYNYYYNYY  Y  N  Y 
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FOREIGN  POLICY 
ANO  ARMS 

Congress  continued  to  approve  far- 
flung  military  alliances,  overseas  troop 
deployments,  and  the  nuclear  arms  race. 
Military  spending  requests  had  been  cut 
less  than  10%  when  this  newsletter  went 
to  press. 

ALLIANCES 
AND  BASES 

Attempts  to  reduce  overseas  troop 
levels  failed  because  of  fears  that 
changing  deployments  in  the  immediate 
aftermath  of  Vietnam  would  undermine 
alliances.  The  House  overwhelmingly 
rejected  (95-311)  a  Dellums  CA  amend¬ 
ment  to  withdraw  70,000  troops  from 
overseas  by  Sept.  30,  1976.  (H.  vote  8) 
An  amendment  by  Sen.  Gravel  AK  to  cut 
overseas  troops  by  200,000  was  rejected 
by  voice  vote.  A  Proxmire  Wl  amendment 
which  had  fewer  foreign  policy  overtones 
was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  42-40.  It  set 
Defense  Department's  civilian  manpower 
levels  at  945,000,  which  was  40,000 
lower  than  requested  by  Defense.  (S.  vote 
8) 

Opposition  to  resumption  of  arms 
shipments  to  Turkey  was  finally  over¬ 
come  after  the  President  warned  that  U.S. 
security  was  being  undermined  by  the 
Congressional  cutoff.  This  cutoff  was 
imposed  after  Turkey  used  U.S.  weapons 
in  Cyprus  in  1974,  According  to  the 
President,  U.S.  relations  with  Turkey  are 
especially  important  because  "Turkey  lies 
on  the  rim  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  at  the 
gates  of  the  Middle  East ....  Our  U.S. 
military  bases  in  Turkey  are  as  critical  to 
our  own  security  as  they  are  to  the 
defense  of  NATO." 

July  31,  the  Senate  agreed  to  drop  the 
embargo  49-43.  (S.  vote  6)  The  House 
refused  to  lift  the  embargo  on  July  24  by 
a  vote  of  206-223,  but  fears  of  being 
forced  out  of  bases  in  Turkey  coupled 
with  sustained  Administration  lobbying 
prodded  the  House  to  reverse  itself  on 
Oct.  2, 187-229.  (H.  vote  6) 

One  of  the  Administration's  major 
foreign  policy  goals  has  been  to  control 
access  to  foreign  raw  materials.  In 
keeping  with  this  goal,  the  Senate 
rejected  a  Mansfield  MT  resolution  by  a 
vote  of  43-53  (S.  vote  3)  which  would 
have  prohibited  the  Defense  Department 
from  expanding  naval  and  air  support 
facilities  on  the  Indian  Ocean  Island  of 
Diego  Garcia.  "The  Indian  Ocean,"  Rep. 
Leggett  CA  warned,  "has  not  been  a 
location  of  United  States-Soviet  con¬ 


frontation,  but  if  we  work  at  it  hard 
enough,  we  can  make  it  into  one." 
Leggett's  amendment  was  rejected  by  the 
House  by  voice  vote.  While  the  Pentagon 
has  assured  Congress  that  the  Island  is 
"uninhabited,"  recent  reports  indicate 
that  Britain  resettled  more  than  1,000 
Diego  Garcians  on  Mauritius  in  order  to 
make  way  for  the  U.S.  base.  They  live  in 
poverty. 

THE  ARMS  RACE 

The  Senate  turned  down  a  Kennedy- 
Cranston  amendment  which  would  have 
blocked  Administration  plans  to  expand 
procurement  of  intercontinental  land- 
based  missiles  9%  above  the  previously 
announced  goal.  The  vote  was  27-56.  (S. 
vote  7)  The  Department  of  Defense,  said 
Sen.  Kennedy,  wants  to  keep  production 
lines  open  "as  a  hedge  against  the 
breakdown  of  SALT  II  negotiations.  But 
it  is  a  $203  million  hedge  that  is 
unnecessary  and  of  little  actual  use  in  a 
bargaining  context. . .  " 

An  attempt  by  Rep.  Abzug  NY  to  stop 
additional  testing  and  development  of 
nuclear  warheads  was  once  again  defeated 
93-320.  (H.  vote  10)  Abzug  argued, 
"...  we  now  have  a  superiority  of 
nuclear  warheads  of  at  least  a  ratio  of  3 
to  1  to  the  Soviet  Union.  So  there  is  no 
imminent  threat  and  there  is  no  imminent 
reason  for  us  to  appropriate  these 
funds. . .  " 

Desire  for  a  continuous  flow  of 
Mideast  oil  coupled  with  America's 
traditional  concern  for  Israel's  security 
won  Congressional  support  for  sending 
200  American  technicians  to  monitor  an 
early  warning  system  in  the  Sinai.  Several 
amendments  offered  during  Congressional 
debate  reflected  unease  over  the  secret 
and  open-ended  nature  of  the  proposed 
U.S.  commitments  and  the  possibility  of 
U.S.  military  intervention  in  the  Mideast. 
In  the  House  a  Findley  IL  and  Zablocki 
Wl  amendment  to  limit  assignment  of 
technicians  to  two  years  unless  extended 
by  Congress  was  rejected  122-287.  (H. 
vote  4)  A  McClure  ID  amendment  to  bar 
use  of  troops  to  protect  U.S.  technicians 
was  killed  68-25.  (S.  vote  4)  Final  passage 
of  the  resolution  in  the  House  was  by  a 
341-69  margin  and  a  70-18  vote  in  the 
Senate. 

In  June  the  Senate  adopted  by  a  vote 
of  68-22  (S.  vote  5)  a  Jackson  WA 
proposal  which  authorized  the  President 
to  sell  Israel  such  aircraft  and  other 
military  equipment  "as  may  be  necessary 
to  counteract  any  past,  present,  or  future 
increased  military  assistance  provided  to 
other  countries  in  the  Middle  East."  Since 
that  date  the  President  has  asked 


Congress  to  provide  $1.5  billion  in  credit 
sales  to  Israel  with  repayment  of  one-half 
of  this  sum  to  be  waived. 

On  Oct.  7  the  House  reluctantly 
agreed  to  allow  the  Government  to 
continue  U.S.-Panamanian  negotiations 
on  control  of  the  Panama  Canal  by  a  vote 
of  212-201.  (H.  vote  3)  In  previous  votes 
the  House  refused  to  fund  any  talks  that 
could  lead  to  "relinquishment"  of  any 
U.S.  rights  in  the  Canal  Zone. 

In  the  concluding  debate  Rep.  Met¬ 
calfe  I L  said  House  discussion  led  him  to 
"think  that  I  am  now  in  another  century, 
another  time  ...  If  we,  the  'big  brother' 

. . .  fail  to  sit  down  with  the  little  country 
of  Panama  and  negotiate,  I  am  afraid  we 
will  regret  it  for  years  to  come." 

Rep.  Aspin  Wl  amendment  to  elimi¬ 
nate  $108  million  for  procurement  of 
"long  lead-time  items"  for  the  B-1 
intercontinental  bomber  was  rejected 
164-227.  (H.  vote  9)  A  McGovern  SD 
amendment  to  eliminate  $840.5  million 
for  the  B-1  was  defeated  in  the  Senate 
32-57.  (S.  vote  9) 

Although  reports  on  clandestine  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
were  greeted  with  some  outrage  on 
Capitol  Hill,  on  Oct.  1  the  House  rejected 
by  a  vote  of  147-267  (H.  vote  7)  Rep. 
Giaimo's  CT  effort  to  require  public 
disclosure  of  fiscal  1976  CIA  appropria¬ 
tions.  Giaimo  warned,  "...  I  am  not 
concerned  about  the  ability  of  this 
Nation  to  take  care  of  itself  vis-a-vis  the 
Soviet  Union.  I  am  concerned  about  the 
ability  of  this  Nation  to  take  care  of  itself 
and  protect  itself  against  a  secret 
all-powerful  government  which  can  turn 
evil." 

RHODESIAN  ' 
CHROME 

By  a  vote  of  187-209  the  House 
failed  Sept.  25  to  halt  the  U.S. 
importation  of  Rhodesian  chrome. 

(H.  vote  2)  Passage  of  the  bill 
would  have  brought  the  U.S.  into 
compliance  with  the  1966  UN 
economic  sanctions  against  the 
white  minority  government  of 
Rhodesia.  Debate  covered  such 
diverse  subjects  as  human  rights, 
international  law,  hostility  toward 
the  UN,  and  strategic  and  economic 
U.S.  needs.  The  Senate  had  voted 
to  comply  with  sanctions  in  1973 
and  was  awaiting  affirmative  House 
action  before  acting  in  this  Con¬ 
gress. 
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FOOD  STAMPS 

Food  stamps  became  a  very  contro¬ 
versial  subject  in  1975.  An  early  attempt 
by  President  Ford  to  raise  the  price  of 
food  stamps  to  30%  from  the  current 
average  of  23%  was  decisively  blocked  in 
Feb.  by  a  House  vote  of  374-38,  and  a 
Senate  vote  of  76-P.  But  rising  criticism 
of  the  program  from  all  quarters  has  since 
elevated  food  stamp  reform  to  a  pressing 
Congressional  concern.  A  proposal  by 
Sen.  Dole  KS  to  streamline  the  food 
stamp  certification  process  was  passed 
61-35  by  the  Senate  on  June  10.  (S.  vote 
10)  However,  a  vote  in  the  House  has 
been  held  up  pending  Senate  considera¬ 
tion  of  proposals  for  a  major  overhaul  of 
the  food  stamp  program. 

HOUSING  VETO 
OVERRIDE 

On  June  25,  the  House  failed  to 
override  a  presidential  veto  of  HR  4485, 
to  stimulate  new  housing  construction 
and  set  up  a  federal  loan  program  for 
jobless  homeowners  unable  to  meet 
mortgage  payments.  (H.  vote  13) 

Many  saw  it  as  a  "jobs  bill."  Rep. 
Henry  Reuss  Wl  who  fought  for  the  bill 
remarked, "The  President  has  vetoed  the 
emergency  bill  to  provide  jobs  in  the 
public  sector.  Now  he  vetoes  the  housing 
bill  to  provide  jobs  in  the  private  sector. 
Where  are  jobs  to  be  found?" 

After  the  veto  was  sustained,  a  new 
compromise  was  offered,  HR  5398.  This 
compromise  dropped  provisions  of  HR 
4485  that  would  have  set  up  a  $1,000 
cash  grant  program  for  housing  down- 
payment  costs  and  would  have  estab¬ 


lished  a  temporary  program  subsidizing 
interest  rates  down  to  6%.  This  bill  was 
signed  July  2,  and  became  P.L.  94-50. 

VOTING  RIGHTS 

On  June  4,  the  Voting  Rights  Act  (HR 
6219)  was  extended  341-70  by  the 
House.  The  bill  was  passed  with  three 
titles:  Title  I  extends  the  basic  provisions 
of  the  1965  Act  for  10  years;  Title  II 
broadens  the  protection  of  the  Act  \o 
cover  significant  populations  of  Spanish¬ 
speaking  Americans,  American  Indians, 
Alaskan  Natives,  and  Asian  Americans. 
Title  III  establishes  the  mechanisms  to 
implement  Title  II. 

Most  critics  argued  for  weakening 
amendments  rather  than  speaking  in 
outright  opposition  to  a  voting  rights  act. 
(S.  vote  12;  H.  vote  12) 

In  the  Senate,  the  Voting  Rights  Act 
was  passed  77-12,  on  July  24,  two  weeks 
before  expiration  of  the  previous  act  on 
Aug.  6th.  The  strenuous  delaying  efforts 
of  several  Southern  Senators  necessitated 
a  cloture  vote  which  carried  76-20,  on 
July  23.  All  efforts  to  change  or  weaken 
the  bill  were  rejected,  except  for  an 
amendment  by  Sen.  Robert  Byrd  WV 
which  decreased  the  duration  of  the  act 
from  ten  to  seven  years  and  passed  52-42. 
The  House  concurred  with  the  amend¬ 
ment  by  a  special  resolution,  eliminating 
the  need  for  a  conference. 

HR  6219  was  signed  by  the  President 
August  6,  and  became  P.L.  94-73. 

STRIP  MINING 

On  June  10,  the  House  failed  to 
override  a  presidential  veto  of  HR  25,  the 
Surface  Mining  Control  and  Reclamation 
Act.  (H.  vote  11) 
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This  veto  override  failure  was  surpris¬ 
ing,  given  the  large  original  vote  for 
passage,  333-86  in  the  House  and  84-13 
in  the  Senate.  Pressure  from  coal  arul 
utilities  lobbies  plus  strong  Administra¬ 
tion  opposition  were  suggested  as  reasons 
for  the  failure  to  override. 

Earlier  the  Senate  rejected  an  amend¬ 
ment  proposed  by  Sen.  Charles  Mathias 
MD  that  would  have  banned  all  strip 
mining  on  steep  slopes.  This  provision 
would  have  been  phased  in  over  a  30 
month  period  for  all  slopes  over  20 
degrees.  (S.  vote  11) 

BUSING 

During  the  lengthy  Senate  debate  on 
Labor— HEW  appropriations  (Sept.  17-26) 
two  amendments  SF>onsored  by  Sen. 
Joseph  Biden  DE  and  Sen.  Robert  Byrd 
WV  were  adopted.  They  would  prohibit 
the  Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  from  ordering  school  busing  to 
achieve  racial  balance.  (S.  vote  13) 
Constitutionally  protected  court  ordered 
busing  would  not  be  affected.  Especially 
significant  was  the  first-time  support  of 
anti-busing  amendments  by  several 
northern  Democratic  Senators. 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NA¬ 
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NEWSLETTER  are  guided  by  the  State¬ 
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The  Bicentennial  year  is  also  a 
Presidential  election  year.  What 
would  be  a  more  appropriate 
holiday  season  gift  for  1976 
than  a  subscription  to  the 
FCNL  Washington  Newsletter? 

Send  FCNL  a  list  of  the 
names  and  addresses  of  those  to 
receive  your  gift,  plus  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  $5  each,  and  we  will 
see  to  it  that  they  receive  the 
eleven  issues  in  1976. 


